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Fact Sheet – Forced evictions and displacements in future Olympic cities

VANCOUVER, CANADA (2010):

The city of Vancouver has promised that the 2010 Winter Olympics will be a ‘socially sustainable’ event, with commitments to ensuring no one is made homeless or evicted because of the Games. Vancouver’s commitments in the field of housing rights go beyond any previously made by a city hosting a mega-event, and because of this COHRE has studied the Vancouver plans as an example of ‘best practice’ in incorporating housing concerns into the bid to host the Olympic Games. However, these commitments have been jeopardised by proposals to cut funding for the affordable housing program.
Community organisations were engaged in focusing the broad goal of social sustainability on issues such as the protection of civil liberties and social housing. As a result, the city of Vancouver, the province of British Colombia and the Canadian Federal Government each issued an ‘Inner-City Inclusive Commitment Statement’ which made commitments in 12 different areas, aimed at ensuring no adverse affects for inner city residents arising out of the process of staging the Olympic Games. One of these 12 areas was affordable housing, with commitments in this area including: protecting housing stock; providing alternative temporary accommodation for Olympic Games visitors; protecting the homeless and ensuring that no-one is made homeless as a result of the Olympic Games; ensuring there are no involuntary displacements or evictions due to the Olympic Games; ensuring no unreasonable increases in rent because of the Olympic Games; and providing an affordable housing legacy. The city promised that the staging of the Olympic Games would result in no evictions and would create a legacy of affordable housing, with 30 percent of the housing to be built being committed to use as social housing after the Olympic Games. The governments committed CAN$500,000 towards funding shelter beds for the homeless during the Olympic Games, and made specific commitments towards supporting homeless people with mental illness and drug addiction problems.

Despite impressive promises to promote affordable housing in the world’s first ‘socially sustainable’ Games, there are grave concerns about the evictions of low income tenants already taking place in Vancouver. It has also been reported that the Vancouver authorities were discussing a proposal to increase law enforcement against aggressive panhandling and open drug use – the kind of legislation that has been used elsewhere, such as in Atlanta, to target the homeless.

Hundreds of poor and elderly residents have already been displaced from downtown Vancouver as developers work to convert buildings that previously housed the indigent and elderly into boutique hotels and tourist accommodation. Landlords are evicting tenants in order to renovate their properties and place them back on the market for double the rental rates. Local activists and politicians report that the Vancouver Downtown Eastside has lost over 700 units of low income housing since the city’s election as Host City for the 2010 Winter Games. 

The shrinking stock of low cost housing has been evident in both the public and private housing market in Vancouver, with drastic consequences for the thousands of indigent people already on waiting lists for affordable accommodation. The loss of low cost housing in Vancouver, particularly the conversion of single room occupancy hotels, has been referred to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. Local housing advocates have already successfully challenged illegal eviction notices and rent increases that had been linked to the Olympic Games.

Attention must be given to the issue of homelessness and the importance of developing affordable housing as part of the Olympic Games preparations. It is imperative that Vancouver takes steps now to turn its Olympic housing commitments into reality – policy changes and other initiatives are necessary to maximise the potential positive housing legacies from the 2010 Winter Games. Recommendations, such as those made in the Report of the Inner-City Housing Table, must be implemented to address these concerns

VANCOUVER, CANADA (2010): Facts at a glance

· Vancouver hopes to be the world’s first ‘socially sustainable’ Games, and the city included a number of housing related commitments in its Olympic Bid, such as promises to ensure no-one is made homeless as a result of the Olympic Games, and that there would be no unreasonable increases in rent. 
· Thirty percent of the housing to be built in Vancouver for the Olympic Games has been committed to use as social housing after the event.
· Some of these commitments have been jeopardised by proposals to cut funding for the affordable housing programme, and there are grave concerns about the evictions of low income tenants already taking place in Vancouver. 
· Single Resident Occupancy hotels (inhabited predominantly by low or no income earners) are being destroyed and converted into boutique hotels and tourist accommodation, and landlords are evicting tenants in order to renovate their properties and capitalise on the Olympic effect.  
· Vancouver Downtown Eastside has reportedly lost over 700 units of low income housing since the city’s election as Host City for the 2010 Winter Games.
For interviews or additional information please contact COHRE’s Media Officer, Radhika Satkunanathan, on +41-22-7341028, +61-400-899474 or media@cohre.org 

